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NEWSLETTER

2011: The year is going by fast!

2011 has been a busy but exciting year Air shows and competitions have kept
so far with many events still to come and the Pitts very busy meaning a constant flow §
goals to achieve. Similar to 2010, the pri- of revenue into the
mary goals remain to be safe, profitable, the financial situation always under careful
and to offer top quality flight training and watch, the pricing structure is continually
aircraft to all Eagle Sport Aviation club mem-  scrutinized and examined in order to offer
bers. the best possible rates to members.

The new DelLand hangar has proved to be The officers are constantly trying to
just as convenient and welcoming as the make the club a safer training environment
officers thought it would be. With the Pitts and they can always use more help. The
and Cub housed together and space for club relies on the volunteer work of its

maintenance, ground labs, and officer meet- members and we are always looking for

ings , the hangar provides a far easier and new faces and new ideas. Just contact

nicer experience. any of the club officers listed at our web-
The glider fleet is still operating out of site, www.eaglesport.org, to get involved

Pierson (2J8) with all gliders up and flying or find out more information.

every weekend and operations occasionally

occurring on Wednesdays.
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Bash Aerobatic Contest Festival Keystone
September -3 September 230 October 1416 October 2622
Evergreen, AL Shermin, TX DelLand, FL Keystone Heights, FL

Visit eaglesportaviation.org
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2011 has been an eventful year for the Cub, Pitts and the gliders.
aircraft ventured off to Palatka, FL for a fly -in and an
intro-ride day that attracted many club members par-
ticipation and help. A weekend later ESA had our
own intro-ride day where we showed off all three
divisions to new members. Then the K21 traveled off
to Valkaria, FL in February to perform in the Valkaria
——d 2011 Air Fest air show and to give rides to anyone

In early January ESA

interested. In March the Pitts ventured dow L a
display. Since then, and during that time, the K21 and the Pitts have bounced around between [
contests as members competed for trophies and showed off the skills they have acquired and
the knowledge they have gained in the Eagle Sport Aviation Club.
-
At Sun 6n fun 2011 Ponso, Gi sel a el frien

had the opportunity to join the pole holder's union. We held the flags
which supported the lines which Sean Tucker uses to do his knife edge and
inverted ribbon cuts. | was lucky to get the opportunity after Andrea gra-
ciously gave up his spot. Needless to say, | owe him one (or two or five or
a million). It was something | had talked about since we walked into the
gates, intentionally as a joke never thinking it would be real. p £

We were given a briefing on safety and what to do and not to do. As he took off - ' g
we moved into position and got to see the entire show from underneath, a vantage point no one h,‘ 1 f %

E'l |

else got to enjoy! When the time came, we raised the poles and Sean did a few trial runs to
gauge the wind. He did his passes and we looked in awe, amazed by the noise and precise flying
so close to the ground. Brian, the crew member assisting us, told us if we gave Sean a fist pump

that, while in knife edge flight, he would also pump his fist. So, we of course pumped endlessly hoping for yet another amazing part
of the show. For whatever reason Sean didn't do it that day, but we still had lots of fun! - Ryan Waller
So, if you get the opportunity one day to hold the pole #1 Do it! ~ #2 See if he will fist pump back at you! : -) Club Clown

)
MANFRED RADIUS!!!! | had no idea who Manfred Radius was when |
arrived at Sun 6n Fun in 2010. I n fa
years until | showed up right before the start of the night show that year. When
Manfred took to the skies and flew his night performance: sparklers on his wing tips,
looping, rolling, and spinning so majestically and quietly in the sky, | was amazed. |

had never seen anything so beautiful before and wanted to see it again. | was mysti-
fied by the idea of flying aerobatics in a glider and soon wanted
to meet the man that would drive me toward getting my glider
certificate and competing in glider aerobatics for myself.

A year | at er, Sun 6n Fun 2011, | was able to meet
to help prepare and launch the glider!! | was excited and even more thrilled to be standing on the runway
watching the air show directly overhead! You candt fi

me help disassemble the glider and when the night was done he signed a picture for me, which is now hang-
ing on my wall at home. Thank you Manfred, for inspiring me to fly quietly, smoothly, and
above all, efficiently! -Lori Costello



EAGLE SPORT AVIATION CLUB MAY 2011

MY FIRST AIR SHOW!

The process to gain an air show pilot waiver was long, and for some time,
I was not certain if | would get everything approved and ready by the time the
Valkaria air show started. The organizer of the event, Steve Borowski, pushed for
ESA6s ASK 21 to come down and fly but not
one would like when paperwork is involved. However, things worked out and along
with myself, the glider, the Pawpee ( EJ
Ryan Waller (the tow planeds pil .
my manager) came a slew of club members to help out.

February 19th...

... was the day of the air show and | was to perform at
around 14:15, which meant that the sailplane would have to
takeoff and climb out a performer or two before the 14:15
start time. On tow | found myself slightly nervous as |
looked down toward the air show box but when | released
from the tow plane | found myself completely relaxed.

Ryan (air show tow plane pilot) and | had written a
routine on the drive down the day before but when | started
flying | realized that the winds were too strong and the box

1] Ed

too small (1000 ft wide by 3000 ft long) to keep to what we average
had planned. Choosing to improvise | flew maneu-
vers based upon where | wadir show speetatori r s
and where | needed to be. As an air show performer N o R e 2
there are several Arul eso thEaﬁEoonlgdml{JgtNN
ing: entertaining the Cfovﬂﬁfereﬁéeabewééni“ t
centero, and not f | ylifoond over the crowd I

air shows to be far less stressful than contests. Inan  Certain maneuvers,
aerobatic contest all lines, loops and rolls must be
perfect when viewed from the ground, but air
shows do not involve judges critiquing a se- easy to impress

quence. The average air show spectator canb
tell the difference between an inside or outside EOr"

roller or tell'if the line |

before and after ma-
neuvers were too short
or too long, which
makes it quite easy to

"""" fly.

which makes it quite

| flew one more
time that day in the
6twilighto
hung up my glider hat to end my first air show experience. | enjoyed the air
show atmosphere and hope to fly in more air shows soon!

The day after the air show, Ryan, Elli and myself had the pleasure of
flying with several spectators from the day before who wanted to experience
sailplanes. The air show was a great advertisement for ESA and we had several
inquiries about soaring and ESA for several weeks after the air show. gy L
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The Cirrus Gets a Makeover

The allure and mysticism of soaring is derived from the ability of a person
to travel hundreds of kilometers and climb to obscene altitudes while using the
greenest form of propul si on, Qfdlé¢edidersinhods ¢
the Eagle Sport Aviation Clubdés arsenal , t
feat dared be attempted.
In early November 2010 the club decided that the Cirrus needed a make-
over and that it could use a good buffing and waxing along with its annual inspec-
tion. Therefore, the Cirrus trailer was towed out of Pierson to DeLand in order to
be housed in a hangar. Club members, Mikhael Ponso, Andrea Luethi, Nolan Eads
and John Goscinski came in week after week to clean, buff, dissemble, assemble,
paint, and do some electrical work on the glider instruments and the trailer.
Finally, after a great deal of hard labor the Cirrus was finished and hauled
back out to Pierson where it once again arose up into the blue skies.

Perry, South Carolina

Connecting a sailplane trailer to a weather briefing (which

truck and driving to a contest is something promised several land outs).
that | am very used to, yet this time it felt a | was put at the

little different. There was an extra excite- back of the grid and once
ment running through my veins due to the everyone was already flying |

new challenge and kind of competition | was  was let go. Needless to say
about to experience, ifhatdhad gldt af fureflyimga c i

like any contest, there are many logistics in circles for 3 hours (you

that goes into it. | had gotten the time off must be a glider pilot to un-

work, John Goscinski made sure the trailer derstand the joy of it). | was happy that | completed the task

lights worked, Steve Osborne brought the and did not land out (9 competitors did on that day). | truly

trailer to DeLand, the Shuggs made sure the  enjoyed the contest from beginning to end and | am already
contest director would let me fly as a guest and let me stay with looking forward to the next one which is marked in my calen-
them in their RV and finally Jose Rojas was gracious enough to let dar! | should have known better from aerobatic competitions
me use his truck to pull the trailer. and all the rules related to it, yet my naive experience made

After the long drive to Perry SC, Mike Knabe (jumping out me believe we were all going to jump into the glider and go fly
from the bushes) came to my rescue around 2AM since the airport around this course (task) as fast as we could. At the end of
entrance is beyond a fAidead endo tleicaptestldaddearhed at kastr80 rblgs oftwhaeél cdulderh e s .

Following the long drive there was unfortunately a full day of rest could not do or how | could gain or lose points. Bottom line,
due to bad weather. Lots of gathering and stories about flying just make sure you know the rules and the tricks before you go
like in an aerobatic contest, except the topic was sailplanes, long compete in anything!

distance, high altitudes, high L/D machines and land outs. A short My goal as ESA President is to share this experience
trip into town (which was basically 1 mile long) was the end of the and make it affordable to most of our members who cannot
first contest day for me. afford to take a full week off work and pay the expensive rates

The second day comes around and it looks like we are go-  that most contests charges. If everything goes well, ESA will
ing to fly! | drove around the runway around 8AM and most if not all sponsor the first sailplane race

sailplanes (65 which makes Perry one of the biggest contest in the contest in March or April of
nation) were already assembled. The morning starts with a competi- 2012! Stay tuned and come
tors briefing which had a quick speech from the previous day win- support!

ners, followed by a short safety briefing on sailplanes. The briefing

ended with the task (what the pilots will fly) for the day and a g V/¥1ael Ponso
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hiI Schacht Aerobatic Kickoff . Spring 2011

Continuing a long tradition the Eagle Sport Aviation Club has once again hosted the first
contest of the aerobatic season. The Phil Schacht Aerobatic Kickoff has marked a great start for the
aerobatic division and proven a great success.

As the Contest Director, this event started at the end of 2010 with a lot of administrative
duties and paperwork that was soon followed by more paperwork and lots more planning. A contest
has to be sanctioned, insurance approved, chapter renewed, website updated, registration opened,
contest advertised through IAC, sponsors contacted, volunteers hunted for, competitors pleased,
trophies designed, thousands of forms printed, airplanes prepared, training accommodated, FAA
approval granted, etc., etc.

Nevertheless with the fantastic help of everyone, we cel ebra
ever! o We were pleased with perfect weather and broken many |l ong
) ] Primary Sportsman Intermediate Advanced Power

Competitors: 39 competitors (16 ESA members) Power/Glider Power/Glider
First time: 3 Primary 1 James Davis 1 Jose Rojas 1 Mikhael Ponso (Glider) | 1 Mikhael Ponso

1 Andrea Luethi (Glider) | 2 Rafael Soldan (Glider)

Collegiate: 8 Competitors 3 Ron Bearer 2 Ryan Waller (Glider) 4 Pat Anderson

Duration: 2 days 3 TJ Woodyard 6 Andrea Luethi
Flights: 3 for every category 4 Dave Lessani | 4 Lori Costello
g 5 Alain Aguayo
Hours of operation: 10 hours 5 Anna Yilmaz | 6 Ryan Waller
Total competition flights: 119 7 Rafael Soldan

8 Shane Alcock
9 Istvan Bolgar
11 Caroline Brozovich

ESA medalists: 9 (5 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze)

fﬁw’ﬁ b s

:ﬂ,,,! ’m“

Early morning starts (yes, | apologize again for disrupting your beauty sleep) and a contest
infused with fun and motivation made a memorable and exciting event for everyone at-
tending. | am looking forward already for our second contest hosted for the 2011 season
and like to see even more flights and more first time competitors.
Our next Keystone Contests are scheduled for

Fall: October 21-23, 2011

Spring: March 23-25, 2012 (Tentative)

- Andrea Luethi

MT propeller for providing a
brand new prop for the J3 Cub
and to Chris Rudd for taking a

great deal of time out of his own

schedule to drive to and from

Tallahassee in order to take the
engine out of the cub, take the

engine apart, inspect as per the
AD and bring the engine back

down to DeLand!

GOODFYEAR AVIATIONTIRES

THANK YOuU!!

mi-propeller
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so much in such a short amount of time. The club essentially made me into the pilot that |
am today. Through the club | was introduced to many different types of airplanes including
aerobatic, tailwheel, float planes, and especially N260AB, but most importantly | was able
to make many great friendships, and meet many different people from all over avia-

tion. Upon graduation | moved to the Boston area and

started working for Michael Goulian. Throughout the

four years that | worked for Michael, | worked at nu-

merous airshows throughout the country during the

airshow season, and during the off season and in between airshows | taught aerobatics and pri-

mary and advanced flight training at his family owned.and operated flight school, Executive Fly-

ers. | soon decided it was time to move on and began working for a charter company called Lin-

ear Air that Michael had co-founded. At Linear Air | flew Caravans and Eclipse Jets throughout the

East Coast and was based in San Juan in the winter months flying the Caribbean Islands. After a

few years with Linear Air, | moved on to fly for Avantair, where | currently fly the Piaggio Avant |

and Il based out in the Denver area. Looking back on my career thus far | can honestly say that the best times were had as a me m-
ber of the club... The people and experiences were amazing. | encourage everyone to take advantage of the clubs opportunities a nd

experiences because they are harder to come by later on in your careers. Keep the down side up! ) )
- Mike Cappiello

|
Dear Eagle Sport Aviation Club,

My name is Danny Harper and | happened to be the President of the Club in 2003 and 2004. | have very
fond memories from those days, especially the camaraderie and friendships | was able to develop. |
consider myself very lucky to call the guys and gals from these years in the Club my best friends. In
fact, we all recently attended Greg Bruyn's wedding in Atlanta, GA after not having seen each other for
several years. Needless to say, we had a blast and once again reaffirmed our friendships. | think the
best thing about being on the Club, besides the people, was knowing that we did something that most
people in aviation don't care to experience...that of aerobatics, tailwheel flying, and soaring, among oth-
ers. | always felt a certain confidence walking around campus knowing I did these things because | felt
like | was experiencing the true essence of flight while others where more concerned with checking
boxes on the way to their dream jobs. Since graduation, | got hired by Skywest Airlines and worked my
way up through the ranks finally landing in the left seat of the EMB 120 then the CRJ. | can honestly say it's been a great rid e but |
truly miss flying the Pitts and the Cub.

Several years ago when the economy was down my company began offering voluntary leaves of absences. | took this opportunit y
to leave flying for two years and return to school with hopes of acquiring my graduate degree in health and exercise science. It's
very easy in aviation to miss out on other parts of life, so | made a leap and tried something new for a while. | can honestly say it's
been the best experience and choice of my life to leave my passion for flying during this time. Don't worry, | still love flyin g and air-
planes more than ever, but life has many more things to offer. During my time away, | got a job as a graduate teaching assistant,
teaching several different classes in the health and exercise field and working with college students while taking my own cou rse-
work. | also had the honor of being the President of the Colorado State University Triathlon Team. | hope to finish my graduat e de-
gree and write my thesis using airline pilots as my study group in hopes of eventually getting airlines to implement healthy lifestyle
training for flight crews. My experiences away from flying have changed me greatly and | feel | will return to flying in August a bet-
ter, stronger, and more professional pilot. My best advice to all of you who are considering flying as a career is to keep in t he back of
your mind the concept of balance. If you stay balanced, and find people and interests outside of flying that you enjoy, you can ex-

pect to have a great and long career in aviation. Have a great summer! - Danny Haer




